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" A Proud Representative of the Jewish People":
Miriam Radiwkar's Contribution to the
Investigation of Nazi Crimes and Their Collaborators

Hadas Shapira-Madmoni

Miriam Radiwkar was born in Poland, in 1906. At age 58, she im-
migrated to Israel and enlisted in the Police force. She spoke no
Hebrew, was close to retirement age, short, a recent immigrant,
and a woman. Anyone of these qualities alone would have been
sufficient to disqualify her as a candidate. Owing to her legal ex-
perience and linguistic abilities, she was assigned to the Nazi
Crimes Investigation Unit, where she began collecting testimo-
nies from Holocaust survivors for use in investigations against
war criminals being conducted in various countries.

Among the testimonies she collected were several that con-
tributed to the prosecution of John Ivan Demjanjuk, an American
citizen accused of being "Ivan the Terrible" of Treblinka. Eleven
years after her retirement, in 1987, she was summoned to testify
at Demjanjuk’s trial at the age of 81. Her testimony represented
the fulfillment of a personal vow she had made during a visit to
Auschwitz prior to her immigration to Israel: to dedicate her life
to the investigation of Nazi war crimes.
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Eighty Lashes and a Hundred Years:
A Review of Michael Goldmann Gilead's
Eighty Lashes and One More

Sharon Geva

This review examines the autobiography of Michael Goldmann
Gilead, a Holocaust survivor who became an investigator with
the Israel Police and played a pivotal role in the Eichmann in-
vestigation. Published to commemorate his hundredth birthday,
the memoir offers a unique convergence of personal testimony
and professional engagement with Israel's most significant Nazi
war crimes trial. Goldmann Gilead, Auschwitz survivor bearing
the number 161135, rejoined the police force in 1960 to serve
in "Bureau 06," the special investigative unit established for the
Eichmann case.

His story achieved iconic status during the trial through the
phrase "the 81st blow," coined when witness Dr. J6zef Buszmins-
ki identified him as the boy who had survived eighty lashes in
the Przemysl ghetto. This review analyzes how the memoir
navigates complex themes, including the disbelief encountered
by Holocaust survivors in early Israeli society, the ambiguous
boundaries between victims and perpetrators, and contempo-
rary reflections on the October 7, 2023 massacre. In contrast to
conventional survivor memoirs, Goldmann Gilead anchors his
narrative in historical documents and archival materials, there-
by offering both personal memory and professional documen-
tation of this formative period in Israeli national consciousness.
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"I Am Convinced with All My Heart That This Is the
Murderous Criminal from Treblinka":
Chief Superintendent Menachem Russek's Role
in the Demjanjuk Affair

Tamir Hod

This article examines Chief Superintendent Menachem Russek, a
Holocaust survivor who headed the Nazi War Crimes Investiga-
tion Unit (UINC) within the Israel Police, and his pivotal role in
the Demjanjuk affair in both the United States and Israel. A sur-
vivor of the Lodz Ghetto, Auschwitz, and multiple labor camps,
Russek immigrated to Israel in 1948 and subsequently joined the
police force, where he established himself as an accomplished
investigator and director of the arson investigation laboratory.

In early 1977, he was officially appointed head of the UINC,
a unit established to support international prosecutions of Nazi
war criminals through the collection of testimony from Holo-
caust survivors residing in Israel. During the unit's operational
period, tens of thousands of testimonies were gathered, facilitat-
ing hundreds of trials in Germany, the United States, and other
countries. From 1977 onward, Russek played a significant role
in the proceedings that culminated in the extradition to Israel of
John Ivan Demjanjuk, an American citizen suspected of commit-
ting crimes under Nazi rule.

Photo lineup identification procedures conducted by the UINC
constituted a central evidentiary foundation for the prosecution. Al-
though he remained largely behind the scenes, Russek served as a
substantive partner in constructing the case against Demjanjuk and
in international efforts to bring him to justice. This article seeks to
restore Russek's role, as well as that of the Israel Police, to the fore-
front of scholarly attention regarding the Demjanjuk affair, which
has remained largely marginalized in public memory for decades.
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"The Comedy of Rage Ended in Peace":
The Israel Police, the IDF, and the Herut Movement's
Anti-Reparations Rally in Tel Aviv

Shlomi Chetrit

This article examines Operation "Seder" (Order), the extensive
preparations undertaken by police and military forces for the
Herut movement's protest rally against the reparations agree-
ment in Tel Aviv on March 25, 1952. In contrast to the first rep-
arations demonstration in Jerusalem (January 7, 1952), which
has been extensively studied due to the violence that erupted
there, the Tel Aviv rally has received scant scholarly attention,
despite its larger scale and the exceptional security measures
accompanying it.

This article, based on archival files made accessible specif-
ically for this research, reveals that forces of exceptional scale
and composition were deployed for the rally—nearly half of
the country's police officers alongside elite military units. Fur-
thermore, the operational orders issued in preparation for the
event included contingency plans for imposing military rule on
Tel Aviv should the situation deteriorate beyond control. These
preparations underscore the state leadership's apprehension
regarding potential violent eruptions by opposition supporters.

Simultaneously, the instructions issued to police command-
ers, and subsequently conveyed to officers under their command,
reflect restraint and recognition of citizens' right to protest gov-
ernment decisions. Ultimately, the rally proceeded without inci-
dent, demonstrating that lessons had been drawn from the repa-
rations demonstration by both protesters and police alike.
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Policing a Reborn Jewish Community:
The Jewish Police in the Displaced Person Camps,
Germany, 1945-1950

Rivka Brot

This article examines the Jewish police established in the Dis-
placed Persons (DP) camps in the American Zone of Occupation
between 1945 and 1950, an unprecedented institution in Jewish
communal history and one largely absent from current schol-
arship. It pursues three aims: documenting the formation and
operation of these police units; analyzing their role in shaping
legal and social consciousness and reconstituting the rule of law
in the camps; and assessing their contribution to the reconstruc-
tion of Jewish national identity after the Holocaust.

Using the extensive archival record preserved by Jewish DPs,
the article outlines how the police were created, what purposes
they were meant to serve, and how they were understood by camp
leadership and residents. It argues that the police must be viewed
within the unique conditions of DP life: a temporary national com-
munity living in provisional spaces, a minority within a minority,
surrounded by hostile German population. Positioned between a
destroyed past and an uncertain future, both the Jewish leadership
and the police faced complex demands of governance, order, and
communal recovery.

The article offers two main contributions. First, it fills a signifi-
cant gap in the historiography of Jewish DP life and its legal dimen-
sions. Second, it provides a socio-legal analysis of policing in tran-
sitional settings, contributing to broader discussions on rebuilding
the rule of law and public trust in communities emerging from se-
vere trauma.
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The Jewish Yishuv adopted a policy of restraint throughout the
war, necessitated by the imperative for cooperation with the British
against the Axis powers, while focusing on intelligence gathering
through the Information Service (Shai) of the Haganah organiza-
tion. The collected intelligence included extensive security and so-
cial documentation on Arab villages, intended to facilitate prepara-
tion for potential threats while simultaneously providing a nuanced
and multifaceted portrait of how both the British and the Jewish
Yishuv confronted the array of threats posed by World War Il in the
local arena. This article demonstrates how Arab pro-Nazi ideology
was translated into action, and how divergent threat perceptions,
strategic approaches, and resource disparities shaped the distinct
courses of action pursued by each actor.
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Combating Arab Terror and Pro-Nazi Ideology
in Saffuriyya: Police, Military and Underground
Operations During the Second World War

Yoni Shapira

On the eve of World War II, pro-Nazi sentiments penetrated Arab
society, intensifying progressively throughout the war years.
This trend emerged from two parallel processes: the consolida-
tion of Arab national and pan-Arab-Islamic identity in the region,
concurrent with the ascendance of Nazi Germany and Fascist Ita-
ly and their initial victories in the international arena.

Support for the Axis powers among segments of Arab society
during the war derived from the expectation that their victory would
facilitate the realization of Arab national aspirations, forestall the
expansion of the Yishuv, and terminate British rule. Under the in-
fluence of this orientation, the power struggle among Arab society,
the Jewish Yishuv, and the British Mandate authorities in Palestine
intensified, with each party compelled to address the threat accord-
ing to its respective threat perception and available resources.

The British Mandate government adopted a dual approach com-
bining coercion and conciliation: rigorous enforcement through the
Mandate police and military against pro-Nazi activists, employing
criminal and administrative measures including arrests, searches,
and the detention and deportation of enemy nationals suspected of
hostile activity. Concurrently, the British sought to strengthen infra-
structure and maintain relations with local leadership.
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Introduction: The Tears of the Orchestra Players

Nomi Levenkron

This introduction examines an intriguing yet relatively obscure
episode in Israeli history: the 1965 diplomatic ceremony at the
President's Residence during which the Israel Police Orchestra
was directed to perform the German national anthem. Beyond
the inherent complexity of the ceremony, its tension was ampli-
fied by the human dimension: many of the orchestra's musicians
were Holocaust survivors or descendants of victims, while the
incoming ambassador, Rolf Pauls, was a former Wehrmacht of-
ficer.

The event provoked intense public outrage, particularly among
Holocaust survivors, and positioned the police—an institution al-
ready burdened by ambivalent public perceptions—at the center of
a profound moral and political crisis.

The orchestra's musicians, many of them Holocaust survivors
or descendants of victims, initially refused to obey the order on
grounds of conscience. Their dilemma encapsulated the contradic-
tory demands placed on the police: obedience to state authority
versus solidarity with a society still immersed in collective trauma.
The ensuing demonstration, marked by violence, chaos, and a ca-
cophony that drowned out the anthem itself, exposed the fragile
boundaries between state power, public sentiment, and historical
memory.

This episode serves as an entry point for a broader examination
of the diverse ways in which World War Il and the Holocaust shaped
[sraeli policing. Collectively, the articles reveal how policing in Israel
has continually grappled with the ethical, institutional, and societal
challenges bequeathed by the Holocaust—often operating behind
the scenes, yet invariably remaining central to the nation's efforts to
reconcile law, memory, and identity.
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Brigadier General Hadas Shapira-Madmoni holds a bachelor's
degree in Political Science and Middle Eastern History from Tel Aviv
University, a master's degree with distinction in Public Administra-
tion and Policy from Ben-Gurion University, and an additional mas-
ter's degree with distinction in Political Science with a specialization
in National Security from the University of Haifa. She is a graduate
of the National Security College. She has served in the Israel Police
since 1996 in various capacities, including: Commander of the first
combat training course for women in the Border Police - a program
that paved the way for the integration of women in combat roles;
Head of the Individual Department; Chief Education Officer; Head
of the Community Department in the Operations Division; Head of
the Spokesperson's Division; and Deputy Head of the Human Re-
sources Division, a position in which she led the division's response
to Israel Police personnel affected by the Iron Swords War. Since
September 2024, she has served as Head of the Training Division.
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Dr. Tamir Hod serves as Director of the Tel-Hai Center for Holo-
caust Research, Teaching, and Commemoration. His research fields
include World War 11, the Holocaust of European Jewry, and the im-
pact of the Holocaust on Israeli society. His recent research address-
es the Demjanjuk affair in Israel, the daily lives of Ukrainian collab-
orators at Treblinka and Betzec, the impact of personal reparations
from Germany on Holocaust survivors in Israel, and additional
studies. He is currently writing a book on the Nazi War Crimes In-
vestigation Unit of the Israel Police.

Dr. Nomi Levenkron is a lecturer at Kinneret College, School of
Multidisciplinary Studies, and at the Faculty of Law at Hebrew Uni-
versity. Her areas of research and teaching are human trafficking,
police and policing, and social and legal history. Since 2017, she is
the editor of "Police and History".

Chief Superintendent Dr. Yoni Shapira is Head of the Reliabili-
ty Department and Deputy Head of the Information Security Unit
(Yahbam) in the Israel Police. Between 2000 and 2024, he served
as an investigations and intelligence officer in the Northern and
Coastal Districts of the Israel Police. He is a graduate of the Mandel
Program for Senior Public Service Professionals. His doctoral dis-
sertation, "The Village of Saffuriya [+ s=]: A Center of Palestinian
Nationalism in the Lower Galilee, 1928-1948" (supervised by Prof.
Elad Ben-Dror, Bar-Ilan University, 2023), was awarded the Prof. Ye-
hoshua Ben-Arieh Prize by Yad Ben-Zvi for 2024 /5 for an outstand-
ing doctoral thesis in the field of historical geography of Eretz Israel.
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CONTRIBUTORS

Dr. Rivka Brot is a lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv Univer-
sity. Her research focuses on the legal system established by Jewish
displaced persons in the American-occupied zone of Germany after
World War II, as well as on the legal and historical dimensions of
the Holocaust and its aftermath. She teaches courses on the histo-
ry of Israeli law, law and history, and law and collective memory.
Her book In the Gray Zone: The Jewish Kapo on Trial (2019) exam-
ines the legal proceedings conducted by Jewish DPs against alleged
"kapos" and offers a comparative perspective on early Israeli legal
responses to similar cases. Her work integrates socio-legal analysis
with broader questions of justice, community formation, and mem-
ory within non-state legal frameworks.

Chief-Superintendent Dr. Shlomi Chetrit is heads the Israel Po-
lice History & Heritage Branch, is a postdoctoral research fellow at
the Institute of Criminology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
lecturers at the Martin (Szusz) Department of Israel Studies and Ar-
cheology at Bar-Ilan University. His research focuses on the history
of policing and internal security in Israel. His doctoral dissertation,
completed under the guidance of Dr. Gad Kroizer (2020), examined
the British counterinsurgency campaign against the Arab Revolt in
Palestine (1936-1939).

Dr. Sharon Gevais a Senior Lecturer and Head of the Department of
History at Kibbutzim College, Israel. Her research examines Israeli
society’s perceptions of the Holocaust from a gender perspective
and explores the history of Israeli women, with particular emphasis
on female Holocaust survivors. Her latest book, Zivia Lubetkin and
Yitzhak (Antek) Zuckerman: A Double Biography, was published
by Hakibbutz Hameuchad, Yad Tabenkin and the Ghetto Fighters’
House in 2023.

205 | nmupori npwn



TABLE OF CONTENTS
L0003 010 1 01010} T 7

Introduction: The Tears of the Orchestra Players
INOINT LEVENKIOMN cccvvvtetecreseerseeesesesssessssessssesssssessssesssssessssesssssessssesssssessssssssssessssssssasessssssssans 9

Combating Arab Terror and Pro-Nazi Ideology in Saffuriyya: Police, Military
and Underground Operations During the Second World War
B 0] V] 4 =10 b VO SP P PT 25

Policing a Reborn Jewish Community: The Jewish Police in the Displaced
Person Camps, Germany, 1945-1950
RIVKA BIOT.. ittt sssssssss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssessssssssssessssssess 65

"The Comedy of Rage Ended in Peace": The Israel Police, the IDF,
and the Herut Movement's Anti-Reparations Rally in Tel Aviv
1) 510 sV 04 4 T=] ' 1 PO 105

"I Am Convinced with All My Heart That This Is the Murderous Criminal
from Treblinka": Chief Superintendent Menachem Russek's Role

in the Demjanjuk Affair

TAMIT HOA oottt sss s ss s bbb sssessnnes 143

Eighty Lashes and a Hundred Years: A Review of Michael Goldmann
Gilead's "Eighty Lashes and One More"
SNATON GOVA oooerrceereseeerssseeessseessssseesesssessssssessssssessssssessssssesssss st ssssssessssasessersneeses 173

"A Proud Representative of the Jewish People": Miriam Radiwkar's
Contribution to the Investigation of Nazi Crimes and Their Collaborators
Hadas Shapira-MadmOni ....eeeneeeseesesessseesssssessssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssessns 183



POLICE
&
HISTORY

Vol. 7
Editor in Chief:

Nomi Levenkron

All Rights Reserved
Copyright © 2025

Printed in Israel



