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﻿Dr. Joseph Ohayon serves as a Border Police base commander 
for special constables (volunteers) in Israel. His research focus-
es on military and police history, particularly security practic-
es during the 1950s. He completed his doctoral dissertation in 
2019 at Bar-Ilan University’s Martin (Szusz) Department of Is-
rael Studies and Archaeology, under the supervision of Dr. Gad 
Kroizer. His dissertation examines the development of Israel’s 
Border Police (1953-1956) and its role in maintaining routine 
security during Israel’s early statehood.

Dr. Nomi Levenkron is a lecturer at Kinneret College’s School of 
Multidisciplinary Studies and the Faculty of Law at Hebrew Uni-
versity. Her research and teaching focus on human trafficking, 
police and policing, and social and legal history. She has served 
as editor of “Police and History” since 2017.

Dr. Yoni Shapira is the Deputy Head of the Israel Police Informa-
tion Security Unit. A graduate of the Mandel Program for senior 
public sector employees, he holds a Bachelor’s degree in Middle 
Eastern Studies and Jewish Philosophy from Bar-Ilan University, 
a Master’s degree in Modern Jewish History from the University 
of Haifa, and a PhD in Middle Eastern Studies from Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity. His doctoral dissertation, supervised by Prof. Elad Ben-
Dror, examines the village of Saffuriya as a nationalist center in 
the Lower Galilee during the British Mandate period. A resident 
of the Lower Galilee, he conducts independent research on the 
local history of the Lower Galilee and the Jezreel Valley.

Dr. Inbal Wilamovski is a teaching fellow at the Hebrew Univer-
sity’s Institute of Criminology and Lafer Center for Women’s and 
Gender Studies. Her research examines body and space through a 
gender perspective, focusing on criminality, victimization, and law 
enforcement. She specializes in violence against women across mul-
tiple contexts, including dating violence and street harassment, as 
well as women’s roles in both crime and law enforcement systems.
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Between Tzippori and Saffuriya: 
The Double Homicide of the Feder Couple and the 
Policing of Minorities in the State of Israel (1953)

Yoni Shapira

This article examines the complex relationship between Jew-
ish settlers and Arab refugees during Israel’s formative years 
through a 1953 double homicide investigation in the Lower Gali-
lee village of Tzippori. Using a local historical research approach 
focused on a specific geographical and cultural space, the study 
reveals how this crime and its investigation illuminate broader 
social and cultural processes in early Israel, adding a crucial his-
toriographic layer to our understanding of the period.

Tzippori held profound symbolic significance for both com-
munities. For Arabs, it represented Palestinian national aspi-
rations, while for Jews, it symbolized Jewish settlement dating 
back to the Mishnaic period. After the IDF’s conquest of the Gal-
ilee in July 1948, the Arab village of Saffuriyya was destroyed, 
with its residents fleeing to Lebanon, Syria, or nearby villages. 
The Jewish village of Tzippori was established on Saffuriyya’s 
ruins in 1950. Former Arab residents continued to assert their 
claims to the area through both legal appeals and illegal activi-
ties, including infiltration and crime.

The article centers on a case that crystallizes these tensions: 
the Passover eve 1953 murders of Marchel and Helena Feder, Ro-
manian immigrants who had settled in Tzippori in August 1950. 
The couple lived quietly—he running the village grocery store, 
she maintaining their home—until their deaths led investigators 
and villagers to suspect Saffuriyya refugees as the perpetrators 
immediately.
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The investigation reveals the complex power dynamics be-
tween three groups: Saffuriyya’s Arab refugees, Tzippori’s Jew-
ish residents, and the Israeli police, who were simultaneously 
working to solve the crime, establish their authority, and build 
public trust. The article uncovers the political, social, and cul-
tural patterns that characterized this pivotal period and region 
through analysis of evidence and testimonies. 
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Citizens in Uniform: The Volunteer Unit for the 
Defense of the Border Settlements in the War of 
Attrition, Between Voluntarism and Militarism

Yosef Ohayon

In July 1969, during the War of Attrition, the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) established “The Frontier Defenders” (in Hebrew, 
Locḥ� mei HaMedina LeSfar, abbreviated as LAMAS). Founded and 
commanded by Major General (Res.) Eliyahu Ben-Hur, the unit 
comprised volunteers aged 50-75, primarily veterans of the Brit-
ish Army, pre-state underground organizations, and the IDF.

Operating under the Northern Command’s Border Police, LA-
MAS members were deployed to settlements along the Lebanese 
border. They performed routine security tasks: guarding settle-
ments, preparing shelters, repairing fences, and fortifying struc-
tures. Despite their service, the unit was disbanded in December 
1969, merely six months after its formation.

Drawing on previously undisclosed archival documents and 
other sources, this article presents the first examination of LA-
MAS’s establishment and operations. It investigates the unit’s 
supporters and opponents, analyzes the challenges it faced 
during development, and assesses the volunteers’ contributions 
to border settlement defense.

The article argues that LAMAS’s dissolution stemmed not 
primarily from organizational challenges but from the declining 
status of volunteerism in Israeli society—a trend that began af-
ter the 1948 War of Independence and reached its apex follow-
ing the Six-Day War. Beyond documenting this unique unit’s his-
tory, this study enriches our understanding of Israeli civil society 
mobilization during wartime.

תקצירים באנגלית
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“A Fresh Experiment”: 
The Lives, Deaths, and Commemoration 

of Policewomen in Israel

Nomi Levenkron and Inbal Wilamovski

This article examines the commemoration of Israeli policewom-
en who fell in the line of duty, analyzing their narrative, visual, 
and ceremonial representations across three periods: the estab-
lishment phase of women in the Israeli police force (1948-1994), 
their integration into combat roles, particularly in the Border 
Police (1995-2022), and their combat participation during the 
first day of the “Iron Swords” war (October 7, 2023).

The analysis builds on historian George Mosse’s concept of “The 
Myth of the War Experience,” which emerged during the age of na-
tionalism to glorify battlefield death and sanctify warriors’ sacri-
fice for the homeland through public commemoration. While this 
myth primarily celebrated soldiers, it marginalized police officers 
despite their parallel willingness to sacrifice for the greater good.

Zionism incorporated this myth from its inception, developing 
it through ongoing dialogues between culture and society, pe-
riphery and center, and past and present. These tensions mani-
fest in policewomen’s dual marginalization—both gender-based 
and organizational—within this framework.

Cultural representations offer a vital analytical lens for examining 
Israel’s evolving, polarized society. By tracing these representations 
from the police force’s establishment to present day, this study re-
veals key societal transformations: the shift from collectivism to in-
dividualism, the transition from state-led to family-and-friend-driv-
en commemoration, and the evolution from physical memorials to 
distributed cultural and digital representations.

These changes have fundamentally reshaped commemora-
tion practices, illuminating how cultural and societal transfor-
mations have redefined the memory of fallen policewomen.


