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f 40. Execution Office — Jerusalem City

It may be a matter of interest to include in the report the work performed by this
branch. The Execution Office is in the charge of a Palestinian Police Sergeant who- is
responsible for the execution of Criminal Warrants and Civil Debt Warrants under the
supervision of the Assistant Superintendent of Police in charge of the City Division.

(a) Execution of Criminal Warrants

| | 1930 1931
Number of warrants received 1494 2324
Number of warrants executed 1493 2324
Number of warrants not executed on 31st. December 1 —_
Total amount collected in respect of Criminal warrants

executed in 1930 " £P. 818.860
Total amount collected in respect of Criminal Warrants

executed in 1931 £P. 1022.120
(b) Civil Debt Warrants 1930 1_%"_1_
Number of civil debt warrants received 2797 2149
Numter of civil debt warrants executed 2797 2149

Balance outstanding on 31st. December — —
It is hoped that the future will see the Police relieved of these inappropriate duties.

PART V. TRAFFIC CONTROL.
(GENERAL).

41. Registration and Licensing-

[he Police in Palestine are responsible for the registration and licensing of all
vehicles and for the collection of licence fees under the Road Tiansport Ordinance, 1929.

This is a respoasibility which lies outside the sphere of Police work and it is hoped
that the Force will be relieved of this extraneous duty in the near future

42, Licensing Offiecss.

There are five licensing offices in Palestine, e g.

Jerusalem.
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Nabdes
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44, Number o-f Motor Vehicles Licensed.

The number of motor vehicles licensed during 1931 was as follows :—

Cars 2008.
Buses 728.
Commercial vehicles ... 631.
Motor cycles ... 376.
Motor cycle combinations 101.

456. Regulations Under Road Transport Ordinance.

In May 1931 the revised Regulations under the Road Transport Ordinance, 1929,
were issued. These Regulations include many innovations and provide special conditions
under which certain types of vehicles may be driven on the roads.

A revised licensing system is incorporated in the Regulations, which provide for
the issue of number plates by Government and for the carriage of the licence on the
vehicle in a metal holder.

46. Return of Street Accidents.
The following statistics give particulars of accidents in Palestine during 1931:—

‘ , Vehicles Responsible.
ACCIDENT DUE MOTOR
O MR R it (| oTa

Negligence. R, 127 LT e 83 30 ' . 82 282
Intoxication. b - — 1 — 6
Mechanical faults. ’ 21 C = NS (s I 1 34
Bad roads or skids. 6 —_ 2 7 1 16
Blind corners 13 1 18 10 — 42
Pedestrian faults. ) 42 6 29 — 6 83
Cyclists faults. ’ 7 - 2 10 - 8 27
Other causes. ’ 26 1 3 - 1 31
TOTAL. 247 20 166 50 49 b21

The greater majority were due to the negligence of drivers who were prosecuted
and sentenced to fines and jmprisonment.

47. Traffic Control.

Traffic control sections throughout Palestine are now being reorganised and it is

’h‘oped that the number of accidents will diminish with more rigid control over drivers,

The introduction of mounted traffic police, and stands for point duty men, has
?roved very successful in Jerusalem and traffic control in this City is, it is hoped,
improving. But as long as the pedestrian regards the highway and thoroughfare as a
promenade in which he and his friends may walk four and five abreast, accidents are
bound to occur. With traffic control and traffic safety, town planning and road improve-

‘ments are indissolubly bound, and it is hoped that the cooperation of Municipal and Town

Councils will lead to the gradual elimination of blind corners and the introduction of
pavements on which pedestrians can walk with comfort.
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48. Motor Vehicles Stolen and Recovered.
The following statistics give the number of motor vehicles stolen and recovered

in 1931 :— ‘

Theft of motor Theft of motor TEI.
cars & lorries. cycles. FTOTAL.

1929 | 1930 1931 1929 | 1930 | 1931
Number stolen. 4 — - - — 2 6
Number recovered. 4 - - —— —_ 2 6
Number of cases in
which convictions
obtained. ' 1 — — —_ —_ 1 2

PART VI. MISCELLANEOUS.

49. Signals Branch.

Three new W/T Stations were opened during the year at Beit Jibrin, Ain Hosb and
Hebron. The mobile set was dismantled, there being no further use for it.

The station at Tel el Milh Post in the Beersheba District was transferred to Zuweira
on 24-6-1931 by camel transport.

All other stations have worked satisfactorily and the volume of traffic dealt with
rose to 2,400 words per station per week, the highest pressure being borne at Beersheba,
where all patrols are controlled by wireless.

Messages addressed to Arabic speaking persons are transmitted in English and
translated by the Signals staff. Little interference has been experienced.

Practice has been carried out in the operation of the approved method of signalling
to aircraft, and in the picking up of messages by them.

Signal codes in the three official languages and the necessary apparatus are
maintained at all stations.

60. Armourer’s Shops.

2114 rifles have been overhaul.d and 4067 other arms. Other work performed
included repairs for wireless engines, construction of machine gun mountings for the
Transport Section, drilling horse shoes for fitting with anti-slip pegs and general
repair work. ] ’

Expert opinion was given in several criminal cases. In connection with the Yajour
murder, five hundred cartridges were microscopically examined in an endeavour to identify
the rifles from which they had been fired.

The general condition of arms throughout the Force is good.

RECREATION AND SPORT

61. The Annual Sports were held on 14th. and 16th. October and were attended
by a large number of spectators including His Excellency the Officer Administering the

GoYernment, Mr. M. A. Young C. M. G. and Mrs. Young, who honoured the Force with
their  presence,

" Many entrl‘es were received in the open events from the Trans-Jordan Frontier
orce, whose officers and men are always welcomed.

62. The Annual Boxing C i i
g Championships were fought at the Ed i
26th. September and were keenly contested, ¢ R

On the 11th. December the Annual Novices Competition was held and new talent
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was discovered. An interesting development of the institution of training recruits in the
art of Boxing at the Police Training School was the unexpected and uninvited appearance
in the ring of two Palestinian recruits who insisted on being allowed to fight, and who
‘put: up an extraordinary good performance.

‘ 63. The Force Cricket XI played regularly throughout the summer, and the
Football first team stands at the end of the year at the head of the Palestine
Football League.

b4. At the Trans-Jordan Frontier Force mounted Sports held at Semakh on 25/26.11.31,
Constable T. M. Price of the British Section succeeded in winning the open jumping.

I am a firm believer that a good athlete and sportsman can be made into a good
Policeman, and I am anxious to encourage sport in every possible way in this Force.
The team game creates esprit de corps, and undoubtedly has a healthy effect on the

work of the men.

PART VII. — PRISONS.

1. Changes.
Mr. J. H. Frew, M. B. E., Superintendent of Central Prison, Acre, having been

found medically unfit retired on pension, and Mr. F. M. Scott, M. C., was appointed

in his stead.

On the amalgamation of Jail Labour Companies Nos. 2. and 3. British Inspector
D. Matheson was posted as Assistant Superintendent, Central Prison, Jerusalem, in place
of British Inspector Hollis, who was posted to the Police.

2. Strength.

The sanctioned establishment and actual strength on December 3l1st, 1931, was
as follows :(—

Sanctioned
Establishment. Strength.

Personal Assistant (Prisons) ... 1 ' 1
Superintendents, Central Prisons AT 9 2
British Inspectors 6 b
Palestinian Inspectors ... 8 8
Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent Boys’
Reformatory School .. . e 2 2
Palestinian Other Ranks 263 236
‘Wardresses 6 6

288 260

3. Religions.

The religious denominations of the staff are as follows :—

Christians. Moslems. Jews Total

British Police 8 — — 8
Palestinian Police 44 183 19 246
52 183 19 op4

4. Casualties.

The following casualties occurred amongst the Palestinian other ranks:
Dismissed 12

Retired on Pension

Discharged unfit

Discharged inefficient i
Discharged on termination of contract

TOTAL
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The health of the staff was excellent; 18 other ranks 'were admitted to hospital
during the year.

b. Punishments:

The following punishments were inflicted on Palestinian Other Ranks:

Dismissal 12.
Reduction rank ... 4.
Fines 86.
Reprimanded (11,
TOTAL 113.
6. Housing.

Quarters are provided by the Government for Superintendents and Assistant Superin-
tendents of Central Prisons and officers serving in Jail Labour Companies.

Palestinian other ranks are not provided with quarters, which in the case of those
serving in Jail Labour Companies is a great hardship. Some small stone houses are
being erected with Prison labour at Jail Labour Company No. 1. for the accommodation
of some of the warder staff.

The following is the distribution of prisoners:—

Average daily population on
the last day of the month.

Central Prison Acre -9, 506.
Central Prison, Jerusalem ... ...\\\ 380.
Jail Labour Company No. 1 3 302.
Jail Labour Company No. 2 | 173.
Jail Labour Company No. 3 308.
Women's Prison ... 32.
Northern District Lock-Ups 160. |
Southern District Lock-Ups 226.
Jerusalem District Lock-Ups 196.
Nablus District Lock-Ups ... 168.
Beersheba District Lock-Up 39.
Boys Reformatory School ... 40 6b.

TOTAL 2,636

For reasons of economy in staff and owing to a reduction in the number of

prisoners available for transfer, Jail Labour Companies No. 2. and 3. were amalgamated
in November.

8. . Prison Population.

The Prison population on December 31st, 1931, was as follows :—

Convicted 1949."

Debtors 161.

Detained and awaiting trial ... 376.
. 2476

(included in this total were 8D women prisoners)
(and 85 inmates of the Boys' Reformatory School)

=l
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The distribution by sentences was as follows :—

Upto3|3tol12 | 1tob |[bH to 16 | Over 16 Cap Uncon-

D .

Sitacs Months | Months Years Years Years s Pun. victed
1562 b89 413 4756 ’ 398 23 58} 1 \ 376

During the year the following were the total number of admission to all prisons:
|

Sentenced to Unconvicted Detained

Imprisonment. and Awaiting Trial
Northern District Lock-Ups 4940 4745
Southern District ,, ,, 5106 4296
Jerusalem District ,, ,, 3889 : 35629
Nablus District gk 4238 2267
Beersheba District Lock-Up 528 378
Total 18701 15206

Included in this total were 6221 persons sentenced to imprisonment for debt.
6987 short term prisoners were released from lock-up for work of public utility

under the Penal Labour Ordinance.
The following prisoners, mainly sentenced to terms of over three months imprisonment ’\

and awaiting trial by District Courts, were transferred to Central Prisons from lock-ups.
Convicted Unconvicted Debtors
Central Prison, Acre. " 1390 1250 808
Central Prison, Jerusalem. 965 736 58
Women’s Prison 118 164 30
Boys’ Reformatory School. (b] 73 —
TOTAL 2548 2212 896
During the year:
6 Death Sentences were carried out. 8 Prisoners escaped from Central Prisons, and \

Jail Labour Companies whilst engaged on outside labour, five of whom were recaptured.
14 prisoners escaped from lock-ups of whom 7 were recaptured.
The health of all prisoners has been uniformly good. 176 prisoners were admitted

to Government hospitals of which number 13 died. On December 31st, 1931, there were
11 inmates in the Criminal Lunatic Section and 13 inmates in the Tubercular ward of

the Central Prison, Acre.

9. Conduet of Prisoners.

There has been a marked improvement in the conduct of prisoners during the year ;
there were only two cases of assaults by prisoners on prison officers.

374 prisoners were punished by loss of good conduct marks and solitary confinements
on punishment diet.

Corporal punishment was inflicted in 20 cases.

Owing to a press agitation on behalf of 28 Safad prisoners sentenced for offences
d.uring the riots of 1929 and confined in the Central Prison, Acre, these prisoners became
truculent and it was decided to remove the 3 ring leaders to Jerusalem. On the morning
of August 13th, when these 3 prisoners were about to be removed from the prison, an
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uproar started amongst the other Safad prisoners who attempted to break out of their
cells and tore up their clothing. The disturbance was quelled without the use of arms.

Twenty seven communist prisoners confined in the Central Prison, Jerusalem,
commenced an agitation for treatment as political prisoners. This culminated in an
outbreak on November 14th, when they created a disturbance in their cells from which

they had to be forcibly removed.

10. Labour and Industries.
A daily average of 783 prisoners transferred from Central Prisons for hard labour
were employed as follows :—
Jail Labour :
Company No. 1. 302 prisoners employed on work for the Palestine Railways in
quarrying and ballasting.

Jail Labour
Company No. 2. 173 prisoners employed by the P.W.D. on constructing the
Haifa-Tireh Road.

Jail Labour
Company No. 8. 802 prisoners employed by the P.W.D. on constructing the
Hartieh-Megiddo Road.

Jail Labour Companies Nos. 2 and 3 were amalgamated in November and concentrated
on the Hartich-Megiddo Road.

The estimated value of the work carried out by these Jail Labour Companies
is £P. 18,145b.
The following articles were manufactured and repaired in the Central Prisons:—

FEarth baskets made for the P, W. D, N g 4 3 . i ! 17,020.

Boots repaired s 2 , . ; s p ; p 3 ; 11,617.
Prisoners sandals made . . y 3 4 4 ! : . . 2,474.
Sleeping mats made : ' : ' - ; ; : i - 1,624.
Sleeping mats repaired . ; i i . ‘ . , ‘ 810.
Prison clothing made, garments . . . . . . ; . 12,162.
Cupboards made) . : ‘ b ' : ' ' 2 . : 38.
Tables » ! ! : - ' . 3 : y : : 104.
Chairs o i ¥ ; . . for Police . ! ) 4 187.
FForms o M - i 4 i 3 ; : b 2 . b0.
Targets " j i i . ‘ ' ' ; ; : v 40.
Iron gates , ’ ; g : 5 ’ - . . - ] 31.
Iron arm chests . > ' Y ] ' . : . : . 43.
Iron Beds repaired ’ ; ) : i ‘ 2 : : : - 661.
Mail bags repaired for the Post Office . =~ . : ) ; : : 761.
Iron windows } ; i ; ! k . : . : : L0
School benches . ; ; : : . . : : . . 24.
Constables’ boxes . ' X . ; ; 3 N i ; 3 114.
Iron boxes . y ' ! . p 3 .| : ! : 27.
Tree guards : . ; ; . i . ; : A . 890.
Various articles of furniture . : ; ! ! 3 . . : 70.

11.  Buildings.

The state of the Central Prisons leaves much to be desired. They are overcrowded,
and the Central Prison, Jerusalem, in particular is most unsuitable for the confinement
of prisoners.

Workshops are inadequate and most unsuitable for the work to be carried out.
The washing and sanitary arrangements in the Central Prison, Jerusalem, are bad.

Except for the installation of electric light in the Central Prison, Jerusalem, no
ajor improvements have been carried out in the Central Prisons for the last two years.
uch requires to be done for the proper housing of the staff in Jail Labour Companies
nd for ensuring an adequate supply of water.
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A new lock-up was completed by the P. W. D. in Gaza and taken over; certain
structural improvements were made to the Jaffa Lock-up. Several of the lock-ups are
unsuitable and insanitary and should be reconstructed.

A Government-owned house adjacent to the Boys' Reformatory School was taken
over as schoolroom and a dormitory for small boys. The school buildings. are good and
suitable for the purpose, but an adequate water supply is much to be desired.

i

12, Boys Reformatory School.

The population of the school has risen from 27 inmates in 1929 to 85 inmates at
the end of 1981, admissions in 1981 were double those of 1930.

The health of the boys has been excellent and only 3 were admitted to hospital
during the year,

The conduct of the inmates has been uniformly good. One boy ran away and was
brought back two days later. o

Practically every boy on admission is illiterate, and for the first year of his
detention he attends school, There has been a marked improvement in the work in the
clags room largely due to the better accommodation provided by the new school house.

All inmates work in the school garden, on admission in the majority of cases they

now no trade and when they have completed their schooling they are apprenticed to s
tradesmen in the town of Tulkarm where they can learn a practical trade. They live | ;’3_.';.:-‘_,?.._
meanwhile in the school and are under the control of the school officers. (L‘f

A summeor camp was instituted for the first time in July and fifty-eight boys were }
in camp for six weeks on the sea shore at Acre, whilst the school buildings were under
ropair, Clagses were held in the morning and in the afternoons the boys had football
matches and excursions, This innovation had a remarkably good effect on the conduct
and health of the boys, Only two of the school officers were in charge, yet there was
no misbehaviour or any attempt to escape. Eight boys from the Haifa Area who were
old inmates came as visitors to the camp.

All clothing for the boys is made in the Central Prison, Jerusalem, from part worn
police uniforms, the stockings are knitted at the Women's Prison.

The school grows its entire requirements of vegetables for nearly eight months of
the year, This period could be extended if there was an adequate water supply.

I'he minimum sentence of one year detention in the school is considered to be too
short, it is just time to give the boy a smattering of education but gives no opportunity
to teach him a trade that he can take up on release.

18, Clerieal Stafl,

The total number of Government clerks employed in the Prison Service is 4; one
Jew and three Christians, Two clerks are employed in each of the Central Prisons.

Most of the record work in the Prisons and Jail Labour Companies is carried out
by warder clerks and prisoners.

"‘\ Qost‘
The total expenditure authorised by

Government for 1931 was

71,940, |-

» - £P.
Total sum expended was " g £P. 59,004
lThe saving in the Year's Estimates was . £P. 12,936. i
Other sums refunded to, or earned by, the Prisons were: :
@) Refund on account of Palestine Railways for work
performed by Jail Labour Company No. : . £P. 3,500.
() Earnings by persons employed in Industries :
during 1931, as under : ; . £P. 3348
Total £P. 6348
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Central Prison, Jerusalem.

Workshops ; . y £}P. 1187.
Outdoor labour (19, 135 man days of work) at 50 mils 9 g £P.  9566.
£P. 2143.

Central Prison, Acre.
‘Workshops £P. 489.
Qutdoor labour (14 802 man days of work) a 50 mils £P. 716.
£P. 1204.

N.B. Outside labour at Jerusalem Central Prison was supplied to:

Police and Prisons and other Government
Departments, Government House, etc.

Outside labour at Acre Central Prison was supplied to:

Anti-malarial works, road making Acre-Haifa, Government
Stud Farm and Acre Town Improvements.

The Prisons Department is under a debt of gratitude to Miss M. Nixon, M. B. E,,
Government Welfare Inspector for her interested and efficient supervision of the Female
Prison and Lock-Ups. Captain A. T. Blackett has brought intelligent interest to bear on
his command — while Mr. F. C. Steel, A. D. S. P., is particularly mentioned for his able
control of the Central Prison, Jerusalem.

CONCLUSION.

This is the first occasion on which the Commandant has submitted an annual
report.

I trust that with greater experience of the Force, I may be in a position to submit
a more comprehensive and enlightening document for 1932.

I am more than grateful to the officers, clerks and men of this Force who have
very loyally responded to calls made upon them since my appointment in July. Without
their whole hearted energetic loyal co-operation little could have or can be achieved.

In addition to the personnel already referred to in the body of this report, I wish
to bring the names of the undermentioned officers most particularly to the notice of
Government.

Major A. Saunders, M. C., Deputy Commandant.
Mr. A. J. Kingsley Heath, D. S. P.

Both these officers have not spared themselves in their loyal support of my command,
their advice has been sound, and without their capable help I should have found my
task infinitely more difficult. I am deeply appreciative of their help.

R. G. B. SPICER

\ COMMANDANT
THE PALESTINE POLICE AND PRISONS.




	DSC08813
	DSC08814
	DSC08815
	DSC08816
	DSC08817
	DSC08818
	DSC08819
	DSC08820
	DSC08821
	DSC08822
	DSC08823
	DSC08824
	DSC08825
	DSC08826
	DSC08827
	DSC08828
	DSC08829
	DSC08830
	DSC08831
	DSC08832
	DSC08833
	DSC08834
	DSC08835
	DSC08836
	DSC08837
	DSC08838
	DSC08839
	DSC08840
	DSC08841
	DSC08842
	DSC08843
	DSC08844
	DSC08845
	DSC08846

